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Chamber Chatter 

 St. James Chamber of Commerce
111 S. Jefferson - PO Box 358     

St. James, MO.  65559 
Phone: (573) 265-6649 – May, 2010  

St. James Chamber of Commerce 
“Wine & Dine” Scheduled 

 
Meramec Vineyards & Winery will be the location of 
the May membership meeting which will be an 
evening dinner on Tuesday, May 18, at 5:30 p.m. 
Guest speaker for the evening will be a 
representative from the Ronald McDonald House. 
 
Cost of the Dinner is $20.00. Please have your 
reservations in by Friday noon, May 14, 2010 (265-
6649).   
 
June “Business of the Month” will be voted on at 
the dinner.  If you know of a business deserving of 
this recognition, please submit your nominee to 
Jennie at the Chamber office (265-6649). 
 

It’s Bluegrass Pickin’ Time 
 

Grab your lawn chair.  Pick a corner, Find a shade 
tree.  Starting at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, May 21, 
musicians will gather on East Washington Street, 
east of Hwy. 68 to entertain.  In addition, during 
that same timeframe, the first Grape Jam Cruise-in 
Car show will be held from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. on 
West Washington Street, just west of Hwy. 68. 
 
Starting at 1:00 p.m. Saturday, May 22, the 
musicians will once again gather on East 
Washington Street to jam and entertain.  Starting 
at 7:30 p.m., Saturday evening, at the St. James 
Elevator deck, musicians will compete for prizes at 
a fiddle competition.  There is no entry fee for 
those wanting to participate. Nor is there any type 
of admission charge for the audience.  
 
Also included in the weekend activities is a street 
market with vendors setting up their goods 
between 4:00 -6:00 p.m. on Friday evening and 
between 10:00 a.m. – noon on Saturday.  
 
Volunteers are still needed for the event.  If you 
would like to volunteer, or if you would like further 
information on the weekend activities, please call 
the Chamber office at 265-6649. 
 

 

The St. James Chamber of Commerce would 
like to congratulate Our House Treasures LLC 
for being selected May “Business of the Month”. 
It has been less than a year since first opening 
their doors, but Bruce and Debbie Parton can 
already be proud of the influence they have had 
in bringing new customers and even one new 
business to St. James. 
 
With Deb’s support and blessing, her brother, 
Marc Burnett, recently opened Morning Sun 
Gallery.  Deb fears that visitors will not come 
back very often when there are only one or two 
shops as compared to years ago when browsers 
could spend a whole afternoon walking up and 
down our streets.  “Hopefully,” Deb states 
“someone else will have the courage to take up 
the challenge for more little shops like ours.  Its 
fun and rewarding with all the wonderful folks 
you'll meet.  I've always been a huge advocate 
of St. James - I've loved living here for the past 
25 years and I 'm excited about the opportunity I 
have now to fulfill a dream in a town I believe in.” 
  
Offering an eclectic mix of old and new, and 
everything in-between, browsing is a treat. 
Furniture includes antique secretaries and 
newer bedroom chests.  (con’t on page 2, column 1)  

“Business of the Month” Selected 
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We are calling for grills and smokers and the men 
and women who fire them to help celebrate our 
150th anniversary of the Railroad in St. James. 
 

The Chamber of Commerce needs your help to 
make this 4th of July a good old-fashioned 
community event. This will be a once in a lifetime, 
all-city picnic and barbecue with food vendors of 
all varieties. We will celebrate the restoration of 
our historic Frisco Railroad Depot at 3 p.m. on 
July 4th with a dedication ceremony. 
 

Food vendors will open for sales at 11:00 on 
Sunday, July 4th, 2010.  Vendors will offer menu 
items including grilled chicken, beef, pork, fish, 
vegetables, and all the trimmings prepared by our 
fantastic St. James cooks.  
 

We encourage everyone to be a part of this event, 
either as a provider or a consumer.  There are 
riches for all. The downtown plaza will be 
measured off into spaces for hire, along East 
Washington Street and Parker Street east of 
Jefferson Street.   
 

This is a fundraising opportunity for organizations, 
churches, civic groups, businesses, and families. 
BBQ is the main idea, but anyone who wants to 
sell sides along with the grilling is encouraged to 
participate. Also, anyone who wants to sell pies, 
cakes desserts or drinks will be most welcome.  
 
A bonus party will be Saturday night, July 3rd

starting at 6 p.m. on the Plaza, with a beer and 
wine tent with food for sale.  Grills can be set up in 
their spaces on that Saturday evening before the 
4th.  Music will be provided and the celebration will 
begin.  
 

 July 4th was the date 150 years ago, when the 
first train pulled into St. James. This year our 
depot will be the center of an anniversary that 
involves our entire community. Call the St. James 
Chamber of Commerce at 573-265-6649, or go 
online at www.stjameschamber.net, or stop by the 
office at 111 S. Jefferson for an application and 
reservation.   

Business of the Month (con’t from page 1, 
column 2)  
 
Beautiful crocheted pieces, older linens, quality 
tablecloths, table runners and doilies are 
creatively displayed for ease of viewing and 
selection.  If you don’t find what you are looking 
for, be sure to ask—the Partons have additional 
items available.   Their goal in their new shop is to 
offer affordable items so everyone can find a 
“treasure” to take home with them.  
 
The Chamber will host a “Business of the Month” 
coffee at Our House Treasures, 126 North 
Jefferson, on Thursday afternoon, May 20, 2010, 
from 4:00 – 5:00 p.m.  Plan to stop by and 
congratulate the Partons on a successful first year 
and assist us in showing our appreciation for the 
active role they are playing in promoting St. 
James. 
 

Welcome New Members 
 

Our membership continues to grow as we 
welcome new members again this month. 
Welcome to the Trinity Episcopal Church, 120 
East Scioto, St. James. The Church welcomes 
everyone who would like to attend.  Sunday Holy 
Eucharist is held at 10:00 a.m. each Sunday and 
morning prayer is held Tuesday – Friday, at 9:00 
a.m. 
 
Also welcome to Rock House Mall, which will 
feature unique Missouri merchandise, bakery 
items, fudge, popcorn, and party rentals. The new 
business is owned by Alan Sachs.   
 
We have had several new businesses join the 
Chamber in the past few months that are still 
unknown to many of you.  One such business is 
Three Squirrels Winery & Art Gallery, which is 
located 4 ½ miles north of St. James on B 
Highway.  I stopped by the winery a few days ago 
and was very impressed with the renovation that 
has been done, as well as the merchandise on 
display.  Best quoted from one of the beautiful 
post cards they hand out, “Something new is 
unfolding near St. James, Missouri.  An old farm is 
coming back to life.  A new winery is being 
created.  A new art gallery is emerging.  Come join 
us in the scenic Missouri countryside as we start 
on our new journey.”  At the present time, hours 
are: Friday, 1:00 – 5:30 p.m.; Saturday, 11:00 –
6:00 p.m.; and Sunday, Noon to 5:00 p.m. 
Tuesday – Thursday, by appointment (265-7742). 
 

Calling for 

Grills and 

Smokers!  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s Happening in Your  
Chamber & Community 

 
May 
 
May 1: Sip ‘n Savor St. James 
May 1:   Prom 
 
May 15: Kid’s Fishing Day @ Maramec Spring 

Park 
 
May 18: “Chamber Wine & Dine” – Meramec 

Winery – 5:30 p.m. 
 
May 18: Ministerial Alliance monthly meeting 

@ 12 noon 
 
May 21-22:Grape Jam – Friday – 6:00 p.m.; 

Saturday – 1:00 p.m. 
 
May 22: St. James High School Graduation 
 
June 
 
June 1: Summer Reading program begins @ 

James Memorial Library 
 
June 4:  Rolla Fest Cruise-In Kick-off at St. 

James TIC 
 
June 5: Tour de Phelps Ride Into St. James 
 
June 4, 5: Summer Licking Basketball Camp 
 
June 5-6:  Free fishing days @ Maramec Spring 

Park 
 
June 6:  Beautify St. James Garden 

Tour/Garden Party and Craft Walk 
 
June 15: Chamber Membership Meeting – First 

Church of God – 11:30 a.m. 
 Political Forum 
 
June 24, 25:  Summer Licking Basketball Camp 
 
* Yellow Highlight indicates Chamber sponsored or 
assisted activities. 
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In the news.... 
 

 Engine 51 Smokers competed in their 
first competition of the year in 
Washington, MO on 16 & 17 April, 2010. 
They placed 8th in pork and 2nd in 
“Anything But” (anything but the four 
competition meats) out of 50 teams. 
Those ribbons are added to the ones 
from their 2009 competition ~ 8th place 
overall, 6th in brisket, 8th in pork and 14th 
in ribs. 
 
For competition, barbeque is a tough, 
team sport.  Not only are you up against 
heavy, national competitors, but also the 
elements of nature.  This year’s 
competition saw rain Friday and cooler 
evening temperatures, making it even 
more challenging smoking the meats for 
Saturday’s presentation & competition 
turn in.  Nonetheless, Engine 51 
Smokers received two award calls on 
Saturday afternoon. 
 
It takes most teams several years to 
place, if ever, in competitions.  This is 
Engine 51 Smokers second year on the 
competition KCBS circuit.  Their next 
competition is planned in June.  Engine 
51 Smokers is located outside of St. 
James, MO and sells its award-winning 
barbeque periodically in St. James and 
caters many regional corporate and 
social events. 

Seventh Annual Garden Tour 
Hosted by Beautify St. James 

 
Sunday, June 6, 2010 

1:00 – 4:00 p.m. Rain or Shine 

Garden Party 
3:00 – 5:00 p.m. 

Tourist Info. Center 

Contact Information:  
 

Sharon Wilson 
265-7931  

 
Tourist Information 
Center – 265-3899



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Working Together - Our Membership: 

 Rock House Mall                                     
 Rolla Area Chamber                        
 Rolla Shooting Club                       
 Ron Moreland Construction 
 Saint James Press                 
 Scissor Shack 
 Scorpio Consulting                             
 Scotts Printing  
 SDC Group   Stack Design & Consulting    
 Shearmaster’s Salon      
 Sheffield, Mary                           
 Shelter Insurance 
 Sign Dimensions/Aero Graphix LLC           
 Simply Irresistible                       
 Sonic Drive In                            
 Sooter, Clara                             
 South Central Board of Realtors                 
 Spurgeon's 66 Service 
 St. James Ambulance Service                     
 St. James Elevator                   
 St. James Eye Care                        
 St. James Golf Club 
 St. James Industrial Development Corp.      
 St. James Leader Journal 
 St. James R-1 Schools                     
 St. James Veterinary                      
 St. James Winery                          
 St. Johns Health Clinic  
 Staples Floor Covering                  
 State Farm Insurance                      
 Stratmann, Larry 
 Studio K 
 Stump Water Restaurant  
 Sullivan Area Chamber of Commerce         
 Sybills Restaurant & Gift Shop            
 Tacony Manufacturing                      
 Tessaro, Robert and Mary  
 Three Squirrels Winery 
 Town & Country Bank 
 Trinity Episcopal Church 
 Troutt & Sons Inc. 
 Toot’s Treasures                                          
 Underwood, Gene & Gail                   
 United Country Meramec Realty             
 University of Missouri                    
 US Bank                                   
 USA Tours                                 
 Verkamp & Malone, CPAs                    
 Verkamp, Randy                            
 Walmart DC #6069                               
 Walker, Don & Ruth                        
 Watson, Cordell  
 Wiemann, John & Susan                          
 Wildwest Guns & More                      
 Wilson Lumber & Rental                    
 Wilson, Dennis                            
 Wind Rush Farms                           

 Absolute Electronics                               
 Aging Made Easy                           
 Alex's Pizza Palace                       
 Alfermann Gray & Company 
 Amazing Concrete Finishes                  
 American Family Insurance                 
 Ashby's Covenant Insurance, LLC           
 Award Source                              
 Bauer, Donald                             
 Baymont Inn and Suites Rolla                  
 BC Spa & Cosmetics 
 Bob’s Country Cafe                         
 Boys-Girls Town                           
 BPJ Insurance 
 Brown Veterinary Clinic                           
 Brown, Sue                                
 Camp Brim Shire 
 Cavender, Judy                                 
 Celebrations Catering & Rentals           
 Central Federal Savings &  
     Loan Assoc.                       
 Century Signs                             
 Centurylink                                
 City of St. James 
 CM Archer Group P.C.                         
 Coldwell Banker - The Baker Group        
 Columbia College                          
 Connell Business Dev. Consulting          
 Copeland Bus Sales                        
 Copeland, Ellis                                          
 Corn, Mary Lou 
 Country Bob’s Cafe                             
 Country Mart 
 Cox, Tom 
 Crafton, Jack & Jean                              
 Crutiques Bed & Breakfast                 
 Cuba Area Chamber 
 Days Inn & Suites                         
 Delano Oil Company 
 Denny Ford Lincoln Mercury                   
 Designs By Lisa                           
 Diana's Diner                             
 Didion-Orf Recycling                      
 Donald Farm & Lawn                     
 Ellis Health Centre                       
 Emerson, Jo Ann 
 Engine 51 Smokers                           
 Fairground Auto Plaza                      
 Farmers Insurance                         
 FCNB Insurance 
 Flag Springs Full Gospel Church             
 Flooring Factory Outlet                            
 Forest City Family Practice 
 Forest City Footwear 
 Forest City Pharmacy                               
  
  

  Frazier, Vicki                            
  Frisbee Mid-Missouri Realty, Inc.         
 Golden Living Center                      
 Grellner Sales                                              
 HiStriker  
 Hoertel, Edward D., Attorney                      
 Huffman Lawn & Landscaping 
 Huffman’s Flowers of the Field                
 Hutcheson Collision Center                
 Hutcheson Ford Sales                                  
 Intercounty Electric 
 Integrity Business Services                      
 Interstate Motocycles                     
 Investment Realty, Inc. 
 j. cardetti designs . . .                   
 J. Rogers Architecture, Inc.              
 James Foundation                          
 James-Gahr Mortuary 
 Jane’s Fireworks                       
 Jensen, Mickie                            
 Jones Funeral Home                        
 Kean & Company LLC                        
 Key Sport Shop                                           
 KMST Public Radio 
 La Cabana Mexican Grill 
 Leo Cardetti Distributing                 
 Lynch & Sons Plumbing & Electric 
 MacPherson, Johanna                              
 Matt's Steakhouse                         
 Meramec Vineyards 
 Merle Music 
 Micom LLC 
 Mitchell Clinic 
 Miller, Frank                                               
 Missouri Veterans Home 
 MODOT  
 Morning Sun Gallery                   
 MRPC 
 Mule Trading Post (The)                              
 Murdon Corporation                        
 Nappier Automotive                        
 Oliver, Kathy 
 Our House                              
 Ozark Actors Theatre                      
 Ozarks Coca-Cola                         
 Peaceful Bend Winery                      
 Pepsi-Cola Bottling, Co.                  
 Phelps Co. Regional Med. Ctr.             
 Phelps County Bank                        
 Phelps-Pulaski Red Cross                  
 Plaza Fashions                            
 Poskin, Donald & Betty 
 Reid Brick & Block, LLC                    
 Reid Fleming Industrial, LLC 
 Ray, Randall  
 Results Radio KTTR                             
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